
United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office 

2493 Portola Road, Suite B 
Ventura, California 93003 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
81440-2011-CPA-OI07 

April 27, 2011 

Doug Bosco, Chair 
c/o Trish Chapman 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, California 94612 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) encourages the California Coastal Conservancy 
(CCC) to approve the $4.5 million in funding for the construction phase of the San Clemente 
Dam (dam) removal project (project). In addition, we encourage the Wildlife Conservation 
Board (WCB) to approve the $7 million in funding for the construction phase of the project. The 
project would re-route an approximately O.S-mile portion of the Carmel River via San Clemente 
Creek to create a permanent disposal area for sediments that have accumulated in the dam 
reservoir. The approximate O.S-mile re-route through San Clemente Creek would enable passage 
by federally threatened adult and juvenile steelhead (Oncorhynchus spp.); thus, providing up to 
25 miles ofadditional spawning and rearing habitat for the species. The project would also 
provide benefits to the federally threatened California red-legged frog (Rana draytonii) through 
habitat enhancement and elimination of the reservoir pool, a known breeding location for non
native bullfrogs (Rana catesbeiana). 

For a species such as the California red-legged frog to disperse beyond the dam (i.e., upstream or 
downstream), an individual must ascend or descend extremely steep slopes on either river bank 
adjacent to either dam abutment. Even in the unlikely event that an individual California red
legged frog is able to negotiate this slope, its exposure to predation is greatly increased during 
this movement. Although dispersal of individual California red-legged frogs in the project area 
has not been rigorously studied, it is reasonable to conclude that a structure such as the San 
Clemente Dam poses a substantial barrier to dispersal. Removal of the dam would allow 
California red-legged frogs to freely disperse upstream and downstream at what is now a likely 
barrier for the species. 

The dam's reservoir pool is a source of bullfrog breeding due to the permanent aquatic breeding 
conditions that the pool provides. The Service considers the proliferation of bullfrog populations 
along the central California coast (e.g., Monterey County) to be a substantial threat to the 
persistence of the California red-legged frog in this area. The project would eliminate the 
reservoir pool (bullfrog breeding habitat) and return the reach ofthe Carmel River that would 
merge with San Clemente Creek to a natural, free-flowing state. Free-flowing reaches of the 
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2 Doug Bosco 

Carmel River upstream and downstream of the project area meander seasonally, and periodically 
create off-channel pools and backwater areas. These features support high-quality breeding 
habitat for the California red-legged frog and the Service believes that returning the project area 
to a free-flowing state would enable this reach of the Carmel River to eventually function 
similarly for the subspecies. 

The Service encourages the CCC and WCB to approve $4.5 million and $7 million, respectively, 
in funding to support the construction phase of the project. The project would provide several 
conservation benefits for steelhead and California red-legged frogs. If you have any questions 
regarding our support of this important restoration project, please contact Chad Mitcham ofmy 
staff at (805) 512-6805. 

Sincerely, 

Diane K. N oda 
Field Supervisor 

cc; 

John Donnelly, Wildlife Conservation Board 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Jennifer L. Fellguth – Ward 1 

jfellguth@sbcglobal.net 
Marina, northern Ft. Ord 

 
Ben Post – Ward 2 

ben@post-tech.net 
Seaside, Sand City 

 
Michael Adamson – Ward 3 

mgasba@montereybay.com 
Monterey, Del Rey Oaks,  

southern Ft. Ord 
 

Kathleen Lee – Ward 4 
kleemoco@gmail.com 

Pacific Grove, New Monterey,  
northern Pebble Beach 

  
John Dalessio – Ward 5 

jrmaam@gmail.com 
Carmel, Carmel Valley, Big  

Sur, southern Pebble Beach 
 

General Manager 
James M. Sulentich 

jsulentich@mprpd.org 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

April 28, 2011 
 
 
 

California Wildlife Conservation Board 
c/o Peter Perrine, Assistant Executive Director 
Restoration and Development 
1807 13th Street, Suite 103 
Sacramento, CA 95811 
 
RE: San Clemente Dame Removal Project 
 
Dear Mr. Perrine: 
 
Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District is a special district sub-division of the State of 
California. It was created in 1972 for the express purpose of acquiring and conserving open 
space in the Greater Monterey Peninsula. The District serves 150,000 residents in seven 
incorporated cities and two unincorporated communities. 
 
The District owns and manages two open space parklands in the vicinity of the project; the 
3700-acre Garland Ranch Regional Park (downstream along the Carmel River) and the 1600-
acre San Clemente-Blue Rock Open Space (at the dam and upstream along the Carmel 
River). 
 
The District supports the Dam Removal Project that will re-route a half mile of the Carmel River 
into San Clemente Creek to create a permanent disposal area for sediments that have 
accumulated in the dam’s reservoir. This half-mile of San Clemente Creek upstream of San 
Clemente Dam will be excavated and restored to enable passage by adult and juvenile 
steelhead, and provide riparian and aquatic habitat for a variety of species. Finally, San 
Clemente Dam will be removed.  
 
This project will permanently remove the potential safety / failure issues while providing 928-
acres of additional public open space that will connect the District’s Garland Ranch Regional 
Park and its San Clemente-Blue Rock Open Space. In addition, the proposed removal will 
protect and enhance the ecological functioning of a 25-mile reach of the Carmel River that 
supports the federally threatened South-Central Coast Steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss) and 
California Red-Legged Frog (Rana aurora draytonii). This project has far reaching benefits as 
well in that sediment transport to the Carmel River Lagoon, an important estuary and 
steelhead nursery site, will be significantly reduced.  
 
 

monterey peninsula regional park district 
60 Garden Court, Suite 325  Monterey, California 93940-5341 
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Mr. Peter Perrine 
California Wildlife Conservation Board 
April 28, 2011 
Page 2 
 
 
 
The partnership of public agencies at the federal, state, and local levels with the dam owner is 
impressive and a model of effective inter-governmental cooperation and collaboration. The 
funding roles of the Wildlife Conservation Board and the Coastal Conservancy are essential in 
this partnership. The District urges both agencies to approve the necessary funding and 
continue this important public benefit and trust project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
James M. Sulentich 
General Manager 
 
Cc: Trish Chapman 
 Board of Directors 
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April 25, 2011 
 
 
Doug Bosco, Chair, 
California Coastal Conservancy 
Attention:  Trish Chapman 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA  94612  
 
and  
 
John Donnelly, Executive Officer, 
Wildlife Conservation Board 
Attention: Peter Perrine 
1807 13th Street, Suite 103 
Sacramento, CA  95811 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco and Mr. Donnelly, 
 
The National Wildlife Federation, on behalf of its 140,000 members in California strongly 
recommends that the California Coastal Conservancy and the Wildlife Conservation Board 
approve funds needed for the removal of San Clemente Dam on the Carmel River. 
 
The Carmel River represents one of the best opportunities for river restoration on California’s 
Central Coast.  San Clemente Dam is a major barrier to threatened steelhead trout, which have 
significant natural spawning habitat and natural rearing habitat located above the dam.  
Essentially all of the steelhead spawning habitat in the river exists above San Clemente Dam 
which is located 18.5 miles upstream of the mouth.  
 
Removing the San Clemente Dam will help to re-establish a healthy connection between the 
lower Carmel River and the watershed above the dam and improve habitat for threatened red-
legged frogs. It will also expand public recreation by preserving over 900 acres of coastal 
watershed lands, resulting in over 5400 acres of contiguous regional park land. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Les Welsh 
Pacific Regional Representative, 
National Wildlife Federation 

National Wildlife Federation 
 

Pacific Region – Seattle Office 
6 Nickerson Street, Suite 200    Seattle, Washington, 98109 
(206) 285-8707    Fax: (206) 285-8698    www.nwf.org   
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From:                              Lorin Letendre [letendre@sbcglobal.net]
Sent:                               Thursday, April 28, 2011 9:51 AM
To:                                   tchapman@scc.ca.gov
Cc:                                   Craig Anthony; Catherine Bowie; Paul Bruno; Monica Hunter; Lorin Letendre; Greg Pepping;

Barbara Rainer; Clive R. Sanders; A.I.A. Michael L. Waxer
Subject:                          Letter of Support for SC Dam Removal Project
 
Trish--
 
Thanks for spearheading this effort.  Below is my letter of support that you can send on to Dan
Bosco and John Connelly.  I am in New Canaan CT taking care of three grandkids hence my
brevity here!  Clive Sanders and other CRWC board members may wish to add to what I have
written here.
 
Best regards, Lorin
 
 
April 28, 2011
 
Memo to:              Dan Bosco, Chair, Coastal Conservancy
                             John Connelly, Executive Officer, Wildlife Conservation Board
From:
                   Lorin Letendre, President, Carmel River Watershed Conservancy
Subject:                San Clemente Dam Reroute and Removal Project
 
Dear Sirs:
 
The Carmel River Watershed Conservancy was formed originally as a Watershed Council back in
2000, and became a Watershed Conservancy in 2004 when it also conducted a watershed
assessment.  In 2005 CRWC issued an Action Plan for the entire Carmel River watershed, and then
issued a Supplemental Assessment and Action Plan specifically with regard to the San Clemente
Dam.
 
In the original Action Plan and the Supplemental Action Plan (can be accessed on our website
carmelriverwatershed.org) we strongly recommended that the SC Dam be removed in order that the
river could be restored to its natural ecological condition prior to the construction of the Dam.  We
evaluated other alternatives, but the one that we ended up advocating is the one that is currently
under consideration for funding by your organizations--rerouting the river into the Sam Clemente
Creek and then eventually removing the SC Dam.  This would restore many miles of spawning and
rearing habitat for the threatened special Central Coast Steelhead, and end the downstream damage
caused by dams in rivers.  It would also allow sediment to be transported downstream to the Carmel
River State Beach, where it would build up the barrier beach and protect the lagoon from intrusion
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of ocean water.  Finally, it would restore rearing habitat for the federally-threatened species of the
California red-legged frog.
 
CRWC deeply appreciates your interest and willingness to consider further funding for this project
that our organization and others so highly recommend.
 
We would be happy to supply copies of our Supplemental Assessment and Action Plan should you
wish them for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lorin Letendre
 
Lorin Letendre 
letendre@sbcglobal.net
831-277-0276
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From: Jody Q
To: tchapman@scc.ca.gov
Subject: San Clemente Dam Removal Project
Date: Monday, April 18, 2011 11:00:11 PM

Dear Ms Chapman,

I am writing in support of removing the San Clemente Dam. This dam has been
filled with silt for many years, and does little more than provide an obstacle to native
fish that attempt to spawn upstream. It is an unnatural impediment to the flow of the
Carmel River and we would be fortunate indeed to have it demolished, and the river
restored to its original condition.

Thank you.

-- 
Jody Emerson Quintana
Monterey, California.
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From: Steve Woolpert [sgwoolpert@comcast.net] 
Sent: Monday, April 18, 2011 8:06 AM 
To: PPerrine@dfg.ca.gov 
Cc: tchapman@scc.ca.gov 
Subject: San Clemente Dam Project Costs vs. Benefits 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
We have attended a number of Public Information Meetings and have read the numerous 
Environmental Documents.  Throughout, it has been clarified to us that should the San Clemente 
Dam spill, as a result of a maximum credible earthquake (6.7 Richter) and/or from a Probable 
Maximum Flood, that the adverse impacts of such a spill would be limited to a barely-noticeable, 
non-damaging, increase in slow-flow Carmel River water elevation. And, streambed sediment 
release from the dam would beneficially locate in areas of the “starved” streambed and flood 
zone where such sediment had naturally occurred.   
 
While we understand that many people simply don’t like man-made structures (such as dams) in 
our waterways, we don’t believe there is evidence in the Public Record that would support the 
enormous taxpayers’ and water customers’ costs of the dam removal as described as the Dam 
Removal Project.  There is no apparent significant danger to people, property, or our 
environment.  Moreover, there is no apparent significant improvement to fish and wildlife habitat 
with the Dam Removal Project.   
 
As the benefits of the project are apparently trivial (except perhaps for those that simply don’t 
like dams), we would ask that all Public Agencies weighing in on the removal of San Clemente 
Dam either reverse or withdraw their support.  In addition to the reasons stated above, there is no 
“available money” when the United States is spending more than it takes in, all the while 
increasing our debt to unprecedented levels.   Thank you for your consideration of our 
comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve G. Woolpert 
8 Sleepy Hollow  
Carmel Valley, CA 93924 
sgwoolpert@comcast.net 
(831)659-3060H 
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BARBARA BOXER
CALIFORNIA

ilnitrd~tattS ~tnatt
HART SENATEOFRCE BUILDING

SUITE112
WASHINGTON,DC 20510-0505

(202)224-3553
http://boxer.senate.gov/contact

COMMTITEES:

COMMERCE, SCIENCE,
AND TRANSPORTATION

ENVIRONMENT

AND PUBUC WORKS

FOREIGN RElATIONS

October 30, 2008

Sam Schuchat
Executive Officer
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13thFloor
Oakland, California 94612-2530

Dear Mr. Schuchat:

I am writing to support the cooperative efforts of the California State Coastal
Conservancy, National Marine Fisheries Service, Planning and Conservation League Foundation,
and California American Water to implement the Carmel River Reroute and Dam Removal
Project.

Removal of the San Clemente Dam would provide numerous benefits to the public and
environment. The project would eliminate the public safety risk posed by the potential collapse
of the dam. It would also reduce erosion and associated damages to private properties and
infrastructure along the Carmel River. Removal of the dam would restore vital habitat for
threatened steelhead trout, California red-legged frogs, and other species. Furthermore, it would
establish a contiguous connection between Garland Regional Park and San Clemente Open
Space, establishing over 5400 acres of uninterrupted parkland for recreational use.

This project is a remarkable example of how public and private entities can work together
to address challenges in water management and environmental protection. I fully support your
efforts to secure funding for this project and complete implementation in a timely fashion.

~CerelY'
B~~ >f-Umted States Senator

REC£\,,£D
,

t;Q'J (\3 ,008

CO~S"~LCO~SE.R\j~NC'l
O~D, CAL\r.

1700 MONTGOMERY STREET
SUITE 240
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94111
(415) 403-0100

312 NORTH SPRING STREET
SUITE 1748
LOS ANGELES, CA 90012
(213) 894-5000

501 T STREET
SUITE 7-600
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
(916) 448-2787

2500 TULARE STREET
SUITE 5290
FRESNO, CA 93721
(559) 497-5109

600 'B' STREET
SUITE 2240
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101
(619) 239-3884

201 NORTH 'E' STREET
SUITE 210
SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92401
(909) 888-8525

PRINTEDONRECYClEDPAPER
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SAM FARR
17TH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA

1221 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-0517

(202) 225-2861

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

SUBCOMMITTEES:

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND
DRUG ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES

HOMELAND SECURITY

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VETERANS' AFFAIRS,
AND RELATED AGENCIES

CO-CHAIR, CONGRESSIONAL ORGANIC CAUCUS

CO-CHAIR, CONGRESSIONAL TRAVEL AND
TOURISM CAUCUS

qcongre~~of tbe ~ntteb ~tate~
1!}OU~tof l\tprt~tntatibt~

~a£ibtngton,:mete20515-0517

100 WEST ALiSAL

SALINAS, CA 93901

(831) 424--2229

701 OCEAN STREET

ROOM 318

SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060

(831) 429-1976

www.farr.house.gov

CO-CHAIR, HOUSE OCEANS CAUCUS

October 27,2008

Sam Schuchat
Executive Director

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, California 94612

Dear Sam,

I am writing to express my support of the California State Coastal Conservancy's efforts
to obtain funding for the removal of the San Clemente Dam on the Carmel River in
Monterey County, California.

The Carmel River provides essential habitat for federally-threatened steelhead and
California red-legged frog, which will both benefit by the removal of the dam. The
Carmel River Reroute and Dam Removal Project (CRRDR) represents an extraordinary
opportunity for public and private interests to work together to remove an unsafe dam and
initiate a watershed restoration process that will bring this river back to life.

I am confident the Coastal Conservancy, working in conjunction with California
American Water and the other project partners, can carry out this project successfully and
therefore, wish to support your efforts to obtain funding for this important project. Thank
you for your time and attention to this matter.

a
Member of Congre

SF/aa

RECEIVED
..

OCT 2 9 Z008

COAS1ALCONSERVANCY
OAKLAND,CAUF.

PRINTEDON RECYCLEDPAPER
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State of California - The Resources Aaencv

, I'

, DEPARTMENT OF FISHAND GAME
http://www.dfg.ca.gov
Central Region
1234 E. Shaw Avenue
Fresno, California 93710
(559) 243-4005

ARNOLD SCHWARZEI'IEGGER.Governor

~..."~'- ... .c,..

October 29, 2008

Sam Schuchat
Executive Director
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, California 94612

DearSam,

I am writing to express my support of the California State Coastal Conservancy's efforts to
plan and obtain funding for the removal of the San Clemente Dam on the Carmel River in
Monterey County, California.

The Carmel River provides essential habitat for federally-threatened steelhead and California
red-legged frog, which will both benefit by the removal of the dam.

The Carmel River Reroute and Dam Removal Project (CRRDR) represents an extraordinary
opportunity for public and private interests to work together to remove an unsafe dam and
initiate a watershed restoration process that will help bring this river back to life. The project's
benefits also contribute a tremendous amount to the health and welfare of the local
community by:

(1) Promoting the recovery of the South-Central California Coast steelhead population
by removing a barrier to approximately 25 miles of upstream spawning and rearing
habitat;

(2) Re-establishing a natural sediment regime, and thereby reducing the beach and
river channel erosion that has occurred;

(3) Mitigating the dam stability concerns by removing the dam completely and
rerouting the Carmel River; and

(4) Providing new recreational opportunities for the public through the transfer of
approximately 900 acres of watershed lands to public ownership.

I am confident the Coastal Conservancy, working in conjunction with California American
Water and the other project partners, can carry out this project successfully and therefore,
wish to add our support for your efforts to plan and obtain funding for this important project.

S;;;;Y'-jLd
W. E. Loudermilk
Regional Manager

Conserving Ca[ifornw's Wi[d[ife Since 1870
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Steven L. Evans 
Conservation Director 

Friends of the River 
915 20th Street, Sacramento CA 95814 

Phone: (916) 442-3155, Ext. 221 
Email: sevans@friendsoftheriver.org 

 
 
 

 
 

 
April 21, 2008   
 
The Honorable Douglas Bosco 
Chair, California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Re:  Support for the Carmel River San Clemente Dam Re-route Option 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 

Friends of the River has been dedicated to preserving and restoring California's rivers, streams, 
and their watersheds for 35 years.  We believe the Carmel River is an extraordinary waterway 
and the San Clemente Dam Re-Route option would greatly improve the state of this river for 
wildlife and Monterey county residents alike.  Please support the San Clemente Dam Re-Route 
option as proposed in the recently released Environmental Impact Report for San Clemente Dam 
Seismic Retrofit Project.  
 
This is a rare opportunity for California to restore the health of a local ecosystem and 
public resource. Fish and wildlife will be positively influenced for many decades to 
come as will the economic benefit that a healthy fishery represents to local businesses 
and communities. Please join us in giving your full and unqualified support to this 
landmark project to restore the free flow of the Carmel River. 
 
Sincerely, 
  

 
 
Steven L. Evans 
Conservation Director 
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475 Washington Street, Suite A
Monterey, CA 93940
PH 831_646.8839

FX831.646.8843

I:-

~
'n 831.646.8840

COASTKEEPER@
www.montereycoastkeeper.org

December 19, 2008

Sam Schuchat, Executive Officer
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA94612-2512

Re: Support - San Clemente Dam removal

Dear Mr. Schuchat:

Veryoccasionally there are opportunities for synergy: true win, win, win situations. Removalof the
San Clemente Damis one of these rare opportunities. We can earthquake buttress a useless and
environmentally destructive sediment trap, or we can restore a river to health and productivity. Sam,
beyond the obvioussatisfaction of seeing a useless dam come down, this project makes perfect sense.

The project will restore steel head habitat. The Carmel Riveronce supported a thriving run of
steelhead. Producingnot only fish, the river produced anglers and tourism. Few people fish the
Carmel today - that can change. What is most significant is that not all rivers are created equal - the
geologyand gradient of the Carmel make it an especially worthy candidate for restoration.

The Carmel drains into an Area of Special Biological Significance (ASBS). An ASBSis critically linked to
the health and temperature of the water flowing into it. It is the combined health of the ASBSand the
watershed that create the unique biological community the ASBSis centered around. Removalof San
Clemente Dam and restoration of 25 miles of the Carmel River will be a benefit to ocean health.

PCl and others have consistently and repeatedly reached out to stakeholders and area residents. Many
of the direct stakeholdergroups- includingMontereyCoastkeeper- haveactivelyparticipatedin
planning meetings. There is no obviousopposition to this project. It is important to note that while
repeated efforts have been made to reach out to area residents, participation in 'town hall' meetings
has been slim. Nodoubt, people will claim they "didn't know," but consistent and repeated outreach
efforts have been made.

Monterey Coastkeeper and The Otter Project support the removal of San Clemente Dam- as do many
other organizations and area residents. What's lackingis money. We hope the California Coastal
Conservancywill support the project with both encouragement and substantive financial support.

Sincerely, A"" /' //' /J
~e~~eK ?< -;

Monterey Coastkeeper

).M.,~
WATERKEEPER"AlLiANCE

t. -. . MeM~ --

REC~IVED
DECZ? lOOn

GOASTALOONSHRVANOY
OAKl.AND,~A~tF.
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Chllirman
David Hirsch

Vice ChwllUllJ

Ralph B. Perry III

Trurlees
Coke Hallowell
GeraldH. Meral

Armando Rodriguez

SecrelJlry- Treullrer
Dau.iel S. Frost

PLANNING AND CONSERVATION LEAGUE
F 0 UN D A T ION

April 22, 2008

Doug Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairman Bosco:

I am pleased to submit this letter on behalf of the Planning and Conservation League Foundation
in support of the Coastal Conservancy's efforts to remove the San Clemente Dam on the Carmel
River in Monterey County.

The San Clemente Dam no longer serves a water supply function and poses a seismic risk to the
residents of Carmel Valley. In 2007, the Planning and Conservation League Foundation and the
Carmel River Watershed Conservancy jointly published the Supplemental Carmel River
Watershed Action Plan, funded in part by the State Water Resources Control Board and the State
Coastal Conservancy. The report concluded that the benefits of dam removal would provide a
.permanent resolution of the dam's safety issue, as well as significantly contribute to improved
management of watershed resources including gaining 25 miles of unimpaired access to
spawning habitat for steelhead trout, reestablishing sediment to the undernourished lower river
and beach, and improving wildlife habitat for species like the red-legged frog.

Since then the Conservancy staff has conducted studies to determine the technical and
environmental feasibility of dam removal. Recently the proposed dam removal project was
determined to be feasible by the Department of Water Resources, and California American
Water and National Marine Fisheries Service signed an MOU with the Conservancy outlining
necessary steps toward implementation of dam removal.

PCLF urges the Board of the State Coastal Conservancy to approve staff recommendations for
further action to implement the proposed dam removal project as the best long term solution for
both the ratepayers ofthe Monterey Peninsula and the, ecology of the Carmel River.

Sincerely,

~~
Traci Sheehan Van Thull
Executive Director

.

1107 9th Street, Suite 360, Sacramento, CA 95814 Pnone: 916-444-8726 Fax: 916-448-1789
Website: www.PCLFoundation.org Email: pclmail@pcl.org A member of Earth Share California

This letter is printed on 60% recycled fiber, 30% post consumer waste, acid free paper.
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February 6, 2008

Sam Suchat
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13thFloor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Cannel River Steelhead Association letter of support for the Cannel River
San Clemente Dam re-route project.

Dear Mr. Suchat:

Our organization, the Cannel River Steelhead Association, has worked for over
35 years to restore the Cannel River. We have rescued many hundreds of
thousands of wild steelhead. Our volunteers have spent thousands of man hours to
restore habitat in the Cannel River Watershed. We have secured hundreds of
thousands of grant dollars to make stream and fish passage improvements.

It is with the experience borne of decades of unselfish work on this environmental
recovery that we make a very strong request for your assistance. Please support
the San Clemente Dam Re-Route option as proposed in the recently released
Environmental Impact Report for San Clemente Dam Seismic Retrofit.

This is a rare opportunity for California to restore the health of a local ecosystem
and public environmental resource. Wildlife will be positively influenced for
many decades to come as will the economic benefit that a healthy fishery
represents to local businesses and communities. Please join us in giving your full
and unqualified support to this landmark project to restore the free flow of the
Cannel River.

Sincerely, on behalf of the Board of Directors,

~+~~7
Roy Thomas
President, Cannel River Steelhead Association
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Carmel River Watershed Conservancy
PO Box 223833

Carmel, CA 93922-3833

Officers: Clive Sanders, President

Paul Bruno, Vice-President

Patricia Bernardi, Treasurer

Lorin Letendre, Secretary, CRlC

Phone: 831-375-5376 Fax: 831.-655-4830
E-mail: crwcsteelhead@pacbell.net
Web Page http://V'NIW.carmelriverwatershed.oro

Board: Mary Jane Hammerland, HELM
Members: Jack Hammerland, Alternate

Monica Hunter, PCl
Robert Zampatti

February 5, 2008
Mr. Sam Schuchat
Executive Director

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Support for San Clemente Dam Removal and Reroute Project

Dear Mr. Schuchat:

The Carmel River Watershed Conservancy (CRWC) supports the State Coastal Conservancy's proposed project to
remove the San Clemente Dam on the Carmel River in Monterey County. CRWC has in recent years conducted
hydrological and biological studies ofthe watershed, and organized a community effort to support implementation of
the Carmel River Watershed Action Plan (2005) identifying priority problems and goals for restoration of the river and
watershed resources. In this effort, CRWC and the Planning and Conservation League Foundation (PCLF) jointly
published the Supplemental Carmel River Watershed Action Plan (March 2007), funded in part by the State Coastal
Conservancy, to further assess watershed scale problems related to the dam and impacts to wildlife habitat.

Through this effort we have gained an understanding that removal of the dam would result in many more benefits and
environmental gains than the other solutions proposed in the San Clemente Dam Seismic Safety Project EIRIEIS. Our
support for the dam removal project has grown over time in part due to our efforts to better understand the range of
dam-related impacts and disruption to the ecological integrity of the river resulting from the presence of the dam. The
key problems identified include fish passage, seasonal fish transport, impacts to riparian vegetation and stream
stability, and loss of continuity of essential wildlife habitat impacting key species that include threatened steelhead
trout.

We also wish to underscore the fact that the dam removal and river reroute project was initially proposed through a
process that considered local knowledge of the river combined with technical assessments of viable options to stabilize
the sediment above the dam structure. It is our belief that after many years of consideration, the dam removal and river
reroute project presents the best solution to eliminate the seismic threat posed by the dam, and also provides broader
environmental gains for the community and for the state as a whole.

Sincerely,

!~~~
ClIveSander~
President, "CarmelRiver Watershed Conservancy
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Cc: Governor Schwarzenegger, Senator Abel Maldonado, Assmblyman John
Laird, Congressman Sam Farr, Monica Hunter and Resource Agency Secretary
Mike Chrisman
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